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“Lowwn, These days | fly to Buenos Adres and calch (e
very efficient, throe-hour Terry across the river to
Monteviden. The ity skyline rising kefors me, the
smell of il and machineny and the clatter of & major
part at work, are exacily as | remember it as a child.

There are worlds within worlds in Uruguay, The
tree-lined approach (o the 19th century colenial
town of Carmeln is pure Provence: the surrounding
olive groves and vineyards are reminiscent of
Tuscany {and a reminder that the wine-procducing
comditions hers are similar 1o Bordeaux), The Four
Seasons Besort Umrmelo, Urueuay, Okm outside
town, is straighl out of Bali.

The resort is set in beawtitol erounds, hidden w2
pine and cucalyprus forest. 11 has a championship
polf course, dn Asiin spa, even an ‘cmergency
seammsiress service”. The ariginal owner imporied
evervthing — the wood to construct i, the ornaments
and statucs to adorn it the cow Lide cushions far
the bur — feoin Indonesia, There is nothing to match
it for bravado in Llmpnay, even in Punta del Este;
that it is here, in un ohscure, seemingly reminte
corner of the epuntry, is u delightful surprise.

But it turns o1t the Four Scasons resort is not
the only amhitious project in the arca, A wealthy
Argenting developer, Eduarda ‘Pacha™ Canton pul
Carmelo on Lhe map when, a decade ago, hie bought
Catancia Narkona, one of 1he oldest ranches in the
repion, o decade ago. He transformed it into Finea
& Giranja Narbona, a retro-chic, two-bedronm
suesthouse and tastefully rustic restaurant serving
mozzarells and Parmeszan cheeses from s 100 strong
dairy herd. organic vegetables from ils gardens znd
[ruit from its orchards At the same time, he plantad
mine hectares of Tamat (o Urouguayan specialily].
Viognier and Pinor Moir vines imported from France
and nowe produces wines under the Narhona label.

A growing number of weulthy Argentines hive
Domght land and weekend homes in nearby Punta
Guorda. 1 mee Tuli Gisnakis, a music producer and
07 [rom Buencs Adrcs, who hus invested in a new
Lotel and private villa complex, Club de Campo
Medanas ¢e Punta Gorda, wilk his business partner
Federico Bonomi, a wealthy yvoung Argentine
fashion entreprencur. Hoth Gianakis and Ronomd
have second homes in Punta Gorda; Bomorni
planted kis first olive grove in 1Y and now
produces thousands of litres of olive oil from his
state-nt-the-art cold prass, Over the yeurs, he has
accumulated about 300 heetares of land along the
river. Both Gianakis and Bonomi were altracted by
the remore heauly and laid-back lifestyle Carmelo
allords, o world apart from the big-city pressures ol
Bucnos Aires vel just a 15-minute, small-aircraft
[light acrnss the River Plale 1o Carmela
Intcrnalional Aivport, or an hour away by ferry,

The town of Carmelo itself, laid oul on & grid
pattzrn of cobbled, tree-lined streets, was founded
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Punts Pelucas beach bar
At La Pedrera. Opposits,
clochwise from fop left;
summer beachwear on sale
in tosé Ignacio: shopping
In upmarket La Barra,
Punta de| Este; in the pink
at Josd Ipnacio: La Huella,
a labuloys beach-shack
restaurant’in José Ignacio

o 1816 by Uruguavan independence hero José
Artigas, Exuding a sun-dappled langour found in

sl colonial towns throughout Latin Amerion, it

is mostly shitiered and deserted in the heal of the

. day, slowly unfurling in the late afteraoon. The

sirects are wide and the huildings squat and
souare, with o Hint of Spaghetd Westermn about
therm, parlicularly the too-cvenly restored shops
{which now stock Grey Goose vodka and balsarmic
vinegar, teflecling changing limes),

In Urugunay, with a population of
just 3.5 sillion (167 million of whom live in the
capital), the roads are seldom by and often
emply. The drive from Carmelo to Colosia del
Sucramentn 1akes just over un hour. through an
undulating landseape of cereal and sova erops,
comfields and catde ranches A scattering of small-
scale apriculturyl outlers, garares and pencral shops

line: the roure; a solitary police station stands sentbry
on a lone Billock, Lnuguayan flag tuttering promiy,
Colonia’s TINESCO-proteciedt historic districl,
[ounded in 1680 by the Porlusuese as 3 rival o
Buenos Aircs,is a carefully managed, m,]l—aignv
posied tourist atfraction. Day-trippers pour in from
Buenos Aires by farry: buses arrive and dcpurt

from the port servicing all comners af Urugua}' na

slick, nutional-transport operation. Yot samehaw
Colonia manages Lo absorb all this atteintion and
remain unperturhed, a drowsy wateriront town
with interesting architecture, cobhled strects amnd
yuaint litfle museums — Porfususss tiles, 15th-
century Portuguese furniture — tmcked away
renovated ruins un the cdge of Plazy Major, The
luwn's most noticeable atiraclion, a lighthousc. is
one of many along the coast al! the way to Brazil,
Outside the historie distrigl, the towaspeople of
Calonia g0 sbout their business. quening at hanks:j




anel shopping in grocery slores thal are air
condilionsd o Arctic temperatures to combat the
heat and bumidicy. Tt is as if the residens have
agreed o sierender the hislorie districl 1o leurisls
in relurn for baving the rest of the place to
themsehves, Just outside town there is a sweep of
white-sand beaches vverlooked by expensive houses
Buill of stone and [roneed by neatly clipped [awns
watcred by sprinklers; voung people cycle and the
elderly walk lap dogs (poadles are popular) along
the riverlront promenade. A lietle further out is the
town’s racetrack and the deserted ruin of one man’s
dream 1o build the only bullring i South America,
now surrounded by a suburl of ting box-houses with
rusty chicken coops 2nd broken-down scooters in
then dusty yarcls: wealth amd poverly are somelimes
shockingly justaposed in Thuguay, especially in
codstal towns where Argentine monsy Hows,

in Monteviden as the city is lronted by the ramdla,
a waterfron? boulevard that hugs the coastline.
swinging pasl sandy beaches on its winding journey
tor the smart subuarh of Careasco and beyvond,

Crompared 1o sivle-consaous, cosmopolitan Buencs
Adres, Montevideo is small, slow, unpretentious,
friendly and dignified. Moat wisitors don™ pet much
further than the Ciodad Vieja [O1d Town) and
Cenlro [downlown) districts, which are nearast the
port. The Old Town's market, Marcado del Puerio,
in an enormons Vicierian cast-iron building, is very
pupular and stuffed to s iton strats with meary,
smoky parrilfa (Marme grill} restauranls; oulside,
there are arl galleries, buskers, strect-sellers and
muscums The districts narrow side-strests of run-
down 19th-century houses have olten been used by
filmmakers as o sland-in for Havana, Cencro is full
ol allice workers, civic buildings and dzpartment
stovres, but alan a number of thaatres and muscuns.

My Farmaly lives in Pocitos. a pleasantly upmarkes
neighbourhood with rraditiomal and modern hars,
good restaurants and high-rise apariment buildings
overlooking 1he ramblo and river (abwavs referred
Lo in Monlevideo as ‘el mor, the sea). On sumrer
cvenings, Pocitos beach and (he wide promenade
thil rums above 10 are busy with familics and friends
cul for a stroll, a bike rice or a jog; tanned men
and women of all ages siride purposclully in
bright-white trainers and too-short shorts, catching
the last rays of sunshinz.

There are similar scenes yll along the walerfront,
past five or six more splendid beaches, to Carraseo,
Montevideo™ most affinent eastern submrks with s
smart shops. big houses and embassics. My great
aunt had a bowse here in the 19308 when it wazs a
guict heach retreat with deserted sandw lanes; her
danghier remembers bhow the endire household
would decamp rom Montevideo for the summer:
Lurniture, fridges, maids, the lot® and everyone
rode horses fo the beach,

From Moentevideo T drove upp the coast to Panra
del Este, stopping at a few of the many beach
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